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Bette Emith Gharing learmed the cicumstlances of her brother Raymond's death more than 60 years after i cocurred,
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Memories of brother lost in war
surround Oil City woman’s life

Raymond Smith was killed in plane
crash while on brief respite from war
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Fovmend H. Smoth was the vpe of ool
ary Ditle girl would delight in having. He was
anmdzomee ard artistic and social, md he laond-
ed an “I'lklagc-curc-af-you-kul twinkde o kis
Y

Fven mone, Raymond wouald ke hia linle
sier, Betie, four peurs wiamger thas him, danc-
img on plases her father metver wollld have ap
prELl

“Ray hod o three-piece hand — he could play
e guitar, graan mmd [ all h:,, car — el he'd
nbry ml different ploces, mostly avems, One
tme loe ook me o the Willows, & Siverly har
that had pemnuts om the floor, Clh my, we

suih fin,™ eaid Bette Smith Gharimg. meea 87, of
Rl Gl

*[ was =n chse o Aim and when be died i
Wl "War ||:I ol e 'pu:sl. Jrl—:s.!;.'lin.b." whwr ggid

Gharing sald milary amnhosites wld her
famity fhat Baymond, a 28-year-olid Army dor-
rorul, wus kiled in @ crash somewhere o the
Soulh Paeific on June 14, 15945, Mo detaile abooa
hie death, orher iham fo n.n:k-lnu'hlg-.' it ams W
relaved ard that e would be bured i Austmli,
were revealed by the TLES. gonvernient.

Muore toan 40 poais kaer, Raymond's sister fi-
nallv has leamed the circumeianzes arrcuandmg
kg allesbh,

An Aug 2 wiephone call (o her from a re-
tired -r||||'||.r'|r:.' riar-inmed-sdenth revenled her
brather wpenne of $0. e d Iepliic who

rerishod m oo pdnne crash i Ak la while oo
|_1r'lrf ||.':._;'il.l:' Iy L1|:' wiar fooel | ew Gues
The pecideml, the worsl &r disagier in
trallkam hiswory aid one of the wearst of Wl W)
IL had been bocked un in classified docure
umital & groep of vilondeers, dostarhed thad Ane
ican war heross had been ipnored, began
scarch Tor reconds, ancedotes and mane
o T, [ veurs scured i deuth welwen thises
siid he hod something 1o tell me abme A
oo, 1 was sore i1 was 8 scam of some o
And then when B2 wld me they hed gatkarsdy
formatum shoat baw he died, o wos predy b
i handle. Right away, [ could fecl (e doy
found oud he was killadl™ sud Betle
H-l:ll.l-.'. ll.']w- AR :il..-lJ Inr |||.E'il.1.r_l.- ELTEE] R |
ing in Ceregon in 1943, learmed af Raymcnd
death when her brother, Frank, accompanisd t
o Red Cros represenisfive, krocked am i
amartment door, There woas o be o memoral e
viee for Baymond beck i Cul Cily.
See SOLDIER, Page



